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10 
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California non-profit corporation, 

12 Hon. William. F. Highberger 

13 

14 

Petitioner, 

v. 

STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL 

CROSS-DEFENDANT VENTURA 
COUNTY WATERSHED PROTECTION 
DISTRICT'S INITIAL DISCLOSURES 

15 BOARD, a California State Agency, et al., (CIVIL PROCEDURE CODE§ 842) 

16 

17 

Respondents. 

18 CITY OF SAN BUENAVENTURA, a 
California municipal corporation, 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

Cross-Complainant, 

V. 

DUNCAN ABBOTT, an individual, et al., 

Cross-Defendants. 

Action Filed: 
Trial Date: 

September 19, 2014 
Not Set 

VENTURA COUNTY WATERSHED PROTECTION DISTRICT'S INITIAL DISCLOSURES 

.. 

 

64342719 
Oct 22 2019 

04:16PM 

 



15888364.3 

1 Cross-Defendant Ventura County Watershed Protection District ("Watershed 

2 Protection District") hereby submits the following initial disclosures under section 842 of 

3 the Code of Civil Procedure. 

4 A. 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 B. 

16 

17 

PARTY INFORMATION 

• Ventura County Watershed Protection District 
800 South Victoria Avenue 
Ventura, California 93009 
pwaweb@ventura.org 

The Watershed Protection District is represented in this lawsuit by counsel: 

• Hanson Bridgett, LLP 
Michael J. Van Zandt 
Nathan A. Metcalf 
Sean G. Herman 
425 Market Street, 26th Floor 
San Francisco, California 94105 
Tel. (415) 777-3200 
mvanzandt@hansonbridgett.com 
nmetcalf@hansonbridgett.com 
sherman@hansonbridgett.com 

CLAIMS TO GROUNDWATER 

1. Type of Groundwater Claimed 

The Watershed Protection District has surface water rights under State Water 

18 Resources Control Board ("State Board" ) Permit 21303 to divert 25 cubic feet per 

19 second from San Antonio Creek and associated groundwater storage of 914 acre-feet 

20 per annum. 

21 

22 

2. Quantity of Groundwater Extracted 

The Watershed Protection District does not currently extract groundwater from the 

23 basin. The Watershed Protection District reserves the right to reclaim and extract 

24 groundwater from the San Antonio Creek Spreading Grounds Rehabilitation Project once 

25 that project is fully permitted and functional. 

26 

27 

3. Purpose to Which Groundwater Has Been Put 

The Watershed Protection District does not currently extract groundwater from the 

28 basin. The Watershed Protection District reserves the right to reclaim and extract 
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1 groundwater from the San Antonio Creek Spreading Grounds Rehabilitation Project once 

2 that project is fully permitted and functional. 

3 

4 

5 basin. 

6 

7 

8 basin. 

9 

10 

4. Location of Groundwater Extracted 

The Watershed Protection District does not currently extract groundwater from the 

5. Area in Which Groundwater Has Been Used 

The Watershed Protection District does not currently extract groundwater from the 

6. Increased or Future Uses of Groundwater 

The Watershed Protection District reserves the right to reclaim and extract 

11 groundwater from the San Antonio Creek Spreading Grounds Rehabilitation Project once 

12 that project is fully permitted and functional. Once it begins operating under State Board 

13 Permit 21303, the Watershed Protection District intends to operate the Project to capture 

14 up to 25 cubic feet per second of surface flow when available from San Antonio Creek. 

15 This water will recharge the Ojai Valley Groundwater Basin and help augment the Ojai 

16 Valley's water supply. 

17 

18 

7. Quantity of Alternative Water Uses 

The Watershed Protection District does not currently extract groundwater from the 

19 basin and has not begun replenishment activities under the San Antonio Creek 

20 Spreading Grounds Rehabilitation Project. The Watershed Protection District reserves 

21 the right to reclaim and extract groundwater from the San Antonio Creek Spreading 

22 Grounds Rehabilitation Project once fully permitted and functional. 

23 

24 

25 

8. Surface Water Rights and Contracts Providing the Basis for Water 

Right Claims 

The Watershed Protection District has surface water rights under State Board 

26 Permit 21303 on San Antonio Creek and associated groundwater storage of 914 acre-

27 feet per annum. 

28 The Watershed Protection District has a contractual right with Casitas Municipal 
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1 Water District ("Casitas") for the future assignment of Casitas' State Board License 

2 10133. 

3 

4 

9. Quantity of Augmented Groundwater Supply 

The Watershed Protection District reserves the right to reclaim and extract 

5 groundwater from the San Antonio Creek Spreading Grounds Rehabilitation Project once 

6 that project is fully permitted and functional. Once the Project begins operating under 

7 State Board permit 21303, the Watershed Protection District intends to operate the 

8 Project to capture up to 25 cubic feet per second of surface flow when available from San 

9 Antonio Creek. This will recharge the Basin and help augment the Ojai Valley's water 

10 supply. 

11 C. 

12 

PERSONS POSSESSING INFORMATION 

The following persons possess or may possess information supporting the 

13 Watershed Protection District's disclosures: 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

1. 

2. 

Glenn Shephard 
Watershed Protection Director, County of Ventura, Public Works Agency 
800 S Victoria Ave, Ventura, CA 93009 
(805) 654-2040 
May be contacted through counsel 

Peter Sheydayi 
Watershed Protection Deputy Director, County of Ventura, Public Works 
Agency 
800 S Victoria Ave, Ventura, CA 93009 
(805) 654-2016 
May be contacted through counsel 

D. OTHER INFORMATION 

The Watershed Protection District tenders no additional facts at this time. It 

reserves the right to supplement this disclosure. (Code Civ. Proc.§ 842(d)(1).) 
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1 DATED: October_, 2019 HANSON BRIDGED LLP 

2 

3 
By: 

4 MICHAEL J. VAN ZANDT 
NATHAN A. METCALF 

5 SEAN G. HERMAN 

6 
Attorneys for Cross-Defendant Ventura 
County Watershed Protection District 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 Ii .. 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 
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1 

2 

3 

VERIFICATION 

I, Glenn Shephard, am the Watershed Protection Director of the Ventura County 

4 Watershed Protection District ("Watershed Protection District"). I am authorized to make 

5 this verification on behalf of the Watershed Protection District. I have read the Watershed 

6 Protection District's Section 842 Initial Disclosures and know its contents. I am informed 

7 and believe and on that ground allege that the matters stated in the Section 842 Initial 

8 Disclosures are true, except as to those matters which are therein stated on information 

9 and belief, and as to those matters that I believe them to be true. 

10 I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the 

11 foregoing is true and correct. Executed this -:2-)..~ day of October, 2019, in 

12 V~"'~rlA... , California. 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 
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PROOF OF SERVICE 

Santa Barbara Channelkeeper v. State Water Resources Control Board, et al 
Case No. 19STCP01176 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO 

At the time of service, I was over 18 years of age and not a party to this action.  I 
am employed in the County of San Francisco, State of California.  My business address 
is 425 Market Street, 26th Floor, San Francisco, CA 94105. 

On October 22, 2019, I served true copies of the following document(s) described 
as CROSS-DEFENDANT VENTURA COUNTY WATERSHED PROTECTION 
DISTRICT'S INITIAL DISCLOSURES on the interested parties in this action as follows: 

SEE ATTACHED SERVICE LIST 

BY ELECTRONIC SERVICE:  I electronically served the document(s) described 
above via File & ServeXpress, on the recipients designated on the Transaction Receipt 
located on the File & ServeXpress website (https://secure.fileandservexpress.com) 
pursuant to the Court Order establishing the case website and authorizing service of 
documents. 

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the 
foregoing is true and correct. 

Executed on October 22, 2019, at San Francisco, California. 

Maria R. Flores 
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SERVICE LIST 
Santa Barbara Channelkeeper v. State Water Resources Control Board, et al  

Case No. 19STCP01176 
 
  

Daniel G. Cooper, Esq.  
COOPER & LEWAND-MARTIN, INC.  
1004 O'Reilly Avenue  
San Francisco, California 94129  
Tel: 415.360.2962  
daniel@cooperlewand-martin.com 
 

Attorney for Petitioner and Plaintiff Santa 
Barbara Channelkeeper  

Matthew Bullock 
Deputy Attorney General 
California Department of Justice 
Natural Resources Law Section 
455 Golden Gate Ave., Suite 11000 
San Francisco, CA 94102-7004 
Tel: (415) 510-3376 
matthew.bullock@doj.ca.gov 
 

Attorneys for Respondent and Defendant State 
Water Resources Control Board 

Marc N. Melnick 
Deputy Attorney General 
Attorney General's Office 
1515 Clay Street, 20th Floor 
P.O. Box 70550 
Oakland, CA 94612-0550 
Tel: 510-879-0750 
Marc.melnick@doj.ca.gov 
 

Attorneys for Respondent and Defendant 
State Water Resources Control Board 

Edward J. Casey 
Clynton Namuo 
Alston & Bird LLP 
333 South Hope Street, 16th Floor 
Los Angeles, CA 90071 
Tel: 213.576.1000 
ed.casey@alston.com 
clynton.namuo@alston.com 
 

Attorneys for Cross-Defendants Bentley Family 
Limited Partnership and AGR Breeding, Inc. 

Paul Blatz 
Ryan Blatz 
Blatz Law Firm 
206 N. Signal St. Suite G 
Ojai, CA 93023 
Tel: (805) 646-3110 
blatzlawfirm@gmail.com 
ryan@ryanblatzlaw.com 

Attorneys for Cross-Defendants Troy 
Becker, Janet Boulten, Michael Boulten, 
Michael Caldwell, Joe Clark, Michael 
Cromer; Linda Epstein, Etchart Ranch, 
Lawrence Hartmann, Ole Konig, Krotona 
Institute of Theosophy; Stephen Mitchell; 
North Fork Springs Mutual Water Company, 
Rudd Ranch, LLC; Shlomo Raz, Sylvia Raz, 
Senior Canyon Mutual Water Company, Siete 
Robles Mutual Water Company, Soule Park Golf 
Course, Ltd., Telos, LLC, Victor Timar, John 
Town and Trudie Town 
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William G. Short, Esq. 
Law Offices of William G. Short 
Post Office Box 1313 
Ojai, California 93024-1313 
Tel: (805) 490-6399 
Fax: (805) 640-1940 
billshortesq@me.com 
 

Attorney for Cross-Defendant Robin Bernhoft 

Anthony Lee Francois 
Jeremy Talcott 
David Deerson 
Pacific Legal Foundation 
930 G Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814-1802 
Tel: (916) 419-7111 
Fax: (916) 419-7111 
alf@pacificlegal.org 
TFrancois@pacificlegal.org 
jtalcott@pacificlegal.org 
ddeerson@pacificlegal.org 
 

Attorney for Cross-Defendant Robin 
Bernhoft 

Robert Kwong 
Dennis O. La Rochelle 
A to Z Law Firm, LLP 
300 Esplanade Dr Ste 2100 
Oxnard, CA 93036 
Tel: (805) 988-9886 
rkwong@atozlaw.com 
 
 
David B. Cosgrove 
Jeffrey M. Oderman 
Douglas J. Dennington 
Jeremy N. Jungreis 
Rutan & Tucker, LLP 
611 Anton Boulevard, Suite 1400 
Costa Mesa, CA 92626-1931 
Tel: 714-641-5100 
Fax: 714-546-9035 
dcosgrove@rutan.com 
joderman@rutan.com 
ddennington@rutan.com 
jjungrei@rutan.com 
 

Attorneys for Cross-Defendant Casitas 
Municipal Water District 

Patrick Loughman 
Cristian Arrieta 
Lowthorp, Richards, McMillan, Miller & 
Templeman 
300 Esplande Drive, Suite 850 
Oxnard, CA 93036 
Tel: 805.804.3848 
Ploughman@lrmmt.com 
Carrieta@lrmmt.com 
 

Attorneys for Cross-Defendants Ernest Ford and 
Tico Mutual Water Company 
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Gregory J. Patterson 
Musick, Peeler & Garrett LLP 
2801 Townsgate Road, Suite 200 
Westlake Village, CA 91361 
Tel: (805) 418-3103 
Fax: (805) 418-3101 
g.patterson@musickpeeler.com 
 

Attorneys for Cross-Defendants Robert C. 
Davis, Jr., James Finch, Friend's Ranches, Inc., 
Topa Topa Ranch Company, LLC, The Thacher 
School, Thacher Creek Citrus, LLC 

Lindsay F. Nielson 
Law Office of Lindsay F. Nielson 
845 E Santa Clara Street 
Ventura, CA 93001 
Tel: 805-658-0977 
nielsonlaw@aol.com 
 

Attorneys for Cross-Defendant Meiners 
Oaks Water District and Ventura River 
Water District 

 
Jeanne Zolezzi 
Herum Crabtree Suntag 
5757 Pacific Avenue, Suite 222 
Stockton, CA 95207 
Tel: (209) 472-7700 
Fax: (209) 472.7986 
jzolezzi@herumcrabtree.com 
 

 
Attorneys for Cross-Defendant Meiners Oaks 
Water District and Ventura River Water 
District 

Neal P. Maguire 
Ferguson Case Orr Patterson LLP 
1050 South Kimball Road 
Ventura, CA 93004 
Tel: (805) 659-6800 
nmaguire@fcoplaw.com 
 

Attorneys for Cross-Defendant Rancho 
Matilija Mutual Water Company 

Thomas S. Bunn III 
Elsa Sham 
Lagerlof Senecal Gosney & Kruse LLP 
301 N. Lake Avenue, 10th Floor 
Pasadena, CA 91101-5123 
Tel.: (626) 793-9400 
Fax: (626) 793-5900 
tombunn@lagerlof.com 
esham@lagerlof.com 
 

Attorneys for Cross-Defendant St. Joseph’s 
Associates of Ojai, California, Inc. 

Scott Slater 
Bradley Herrema 
Christopher Guillen 
Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck LLP 
1021 Anacapa Street, 2nd Floor 
Santa Barbara, CA 93101 
Tel: (805) 963-7000 
Fax: (805) 965-4333 
sslater@bhfs.com 
bherrema@bhfs.com 
cguillen@bhfs.com 
 

Attorneys for Cross-Defendant Wood- 
Claeyssens Foundation 
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Joseph C. Chrisman 
Hathaway, Perrett, Webster, Powers, 
Chrisman & Gutierrez 
5450 Telegraph Road 
Ventura, CA 93003 
(805) 644-7111 
jchrisman@hathawaylawfirm.com 
 

Attorneys for Cross-Defendant Wood- 
Claeyssens Foundation 

GENE TANAKA 
SARAH CHRISTOPHER FOLEY 
DAKOTAH BENJAMIN 
Best Best & Krieger LLP 
2001 N. Main Street, Suite 390 
Walnut Creek, California 94596 
Tel: 925.977.3300; 
Fax: 925.977.1870 
gene.tanaka@bbklaw.com 
sarah.foley@bbklaw.com 
 
SHAWN HAGERTY 
Best Best & Krieger LLP 
655 West Broadway, 15th Floor 
San Diego, California 92101 
Tel.: 619.525.1300 
Fax: 619.233.6118 
shawn.hagerty@bbklaw.com 
 

Attorneys for Respondent and Cross-
Complainant CITY OF SAN BUENAVENTURA 

 
  

 
 


