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REPLY BRIEF 

Respondent and Cross-Complainant City of San Buenaventura (“City”) submits the 

following reply in support of its Motion for Approval of Notice of Commencement of 

Groundwater Adjudication and Form Answer (“Motion”) pursuant to California Civil Procedure 

Code section 836(b).  While no party filed an opposition to the Motion, Respondent the State 

Water Resources Control Board (“SWRCB”) filed a response (“Response”) arguing that City’s 

proposed Notice of Commencement of Groundwater Adjudication (“Notice”) should only discuss 

groundwater rights and not include any reference to surface water rights or surface water users.   

Subsequently, City and SWRCB met and conferred and agreed on language addressing 

SWRCB’s concerns.  See Supplemental Declaration of Sarah Christopher Foley in Support of 

Motion (“Supp. Foley Decl.”) at ¶¶2, 3.  The revised Notice (“Revised Notice”) is attached as 

Exhibit A to the Supp. Foley Decl.  Id. Additionally, on September 24, 2019, the City sent, via 

email, the Revised Notice to all parties that have appeared in this case and did not receive 

objections thereto.  Id. at ¶ 4. 

Accordingly, because City has agreed to use the Revised Notice, which addresses the 

issue SWRCB raised in its Response, and because the Revised Notice otherwise complies with 

the requirements of Civil Procedure Code section 836, City respectfully requests the Court grant 

the Motion and enter an order approving City’s Revised Notice and Form Answer.    
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Dated: September 25, 2019 BEST BEST & KRIEGER LLP

By: 
GENE TANAKA 
SHAWN HAGERTY  
SARAH CHRISTOPHER FOLEY 
DAKOTAH BENJAMIN 
Attorneys for Respondent and  
Cross-Complainant 
CITY OF SAN BUENAVENTURA 


