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SCOTT S. SLATER (State Bar No. 117317)
SSlater@bhfs.com
BRADLEY J. HERREMA (State Bar No. 228976) 
BHerrema@bhfs.com
CHRISTOPHER R. GUILLEN (State Bar No. 299132) 
CGuillen@bhfs.com
BROWNSTEIN HYATT FARBER SCHRECK, LLP 
1021 Anacapa Street, 2nd Floor 
Santa Barbara, CA  93101-2102 
Telephone:  805.963.7000 
Facsimile:  805.965.4333 

JOSEPH C. CHRISMAN 
jchrisman@hathawaylawfirm.com
HATHAWAY PERRETT WEBSTER POWERS 
CHRISMAN & GUTIERREZ 
5450 Telegraph Rd #200 
Ventura, CA 93003 

Attorneys for Cross-Defendant 
THE WOOD-CLAEYSSENS FOUNDATION 

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

FOR THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES – COMPLEX COURTHOUSE 

SANTA BARBARA CHANNELKEEPER, 
a California non-profit corporation, 

Petitioner, 

v. 

STATE WATER RESOURCES 
CONTROL BOARD, a California State 
Agency; CITY OF SAN 
BUENAVENTURA, a California 
municipal corporation,, 

Respondents. 

Case No.  19STCP01176

[Assigned to the Honorable William F. 
Highberger, Department 10] 

INITIAL DISCLOSURES OF CROSS-
DEFENDANT THE WOOD-CLAEYSSENS 
FOUNDATION 

Action Filed: September 19, 2014 

AND RELATED CROSS-ACTION. 

 

64342739 
Oct 23 2019 

06:30PM 
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TO ALL PARTIES HEREIN AND TO THEIR RESPECTIVE ATTORNEYS OF 

RECORD: 

Cross-Defendant THE WOOD-CLAEYSSENS FOUNDATION (the “Foundation”), 

hereby submits the following initial disclosures pursuant to California Code of Civil Procedure 

section 842. The Foundation makes these disclosures after reasonable investigation and based on 

information reasonably available to it at the time of these disclosures. The Foundation reserves 

the right to supplement these disclosures as discovery and investigation continue. By these 

disclosures, the Foundation in no way waives its rights to rely on documents or other information 

which have not been included in these initial disclosures due to good faith oversight, mistake, 

inadvertence, or other justifiable reasons. 

By providing the information set forth herein, the Foundation does not waive any 

privileges or protections that may be related to any information or documents discussed herein, 

including, but not limited to, the attorney-client privilege, attorney work-product doctrine, and the 

right of privacy, all of which are expressly claimed and reserved. 

I. Party Information (C.C.P. § 842(a)(1)) 

Pursuant to C.C.P. § 842(a)(1), the Foundation provides the following information: 

1. Mailing Address: P.O. Box 30586 Santa Barbara CA 93130-0586. 

2. Telephone Number: 805-966-0543. 

3. Email address: office@woodclaeyssensfoundation.org. 

4. The Foundation should be contacted through counsel, Bradley Herrema, Brownstein 

Hyatt Farber Schreck, LLP, 1021 Anacapa Street, 2nd Floor Santa Barbara, CA  

93101-2102, BHerrema@bhfs.com. 

II. Groundwater Quantity (C.C.P. § 842(a)(2)) 

1. The quantity of groundwater the Foundation, or its agents, extracted from the Lower 

Ventura River Groundwater Basin (“Basin”) from 2014-2018 is shown in Exhibit A

attached hereto. 

2. The Foundation leases parcels of land to farm tenants who produce and manage the water 

supply described in Exhibit A.  Extractions of groundwater are either estimated based on 
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the time of a well’s operation or measured via flowmeters.  

III. Water Rights (C.C.P. § 842(a)(3)) 

1. The Foundation claims the following rights and interests to extract groundwater

from the Basin: 

a. Overlying rights to use groundwater from the Basin; 

b. Appropriative rights to use groundwater from the Basin; 

c. Rights to use groundwater from the basin under the self-help doctrine, in the 

event that other parties to this case prove they possess prescriptive rights to 

extract groundwater from the Basin. 

IV. Groundwater Use (C.C.P. § 842(a)(4)) 

1. Basin groundwater is used pursuant to the Foundation’s rights for irrigation of 

various fruit and vegetable crops, and for domestic use.

V. Well Locations or Extraction Source (C.C.P. § 842(a)(5)) 

1. The Foundation’s wells and points of diversion are shown in Exhibit B attached 

hereto. 

VI. Area Of Groundwater Usage (C.C.P. § 842(a)(6)) 

The area in which the groundwater has been used. 

1. Groundwater is put to use on the following parcels: 

a. 060-0-310-175 

b. 060-0-310-185 

c. 060-0-310-235 

d. 060-0-320-255 

e. 060-0-320-195 

VII. Claims for Increased or Future Water Use of Groundwater (C.C.P. § 842(a)(7)) 

1. The Foundation has existing authorization to grade and plant an additional ~50 

acres of the Taylor Ranch property. 

VIII. Beneficial Use (C.C.P. § 842(a)(8)) 

n/a 
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IX. Surface Water Rights (C.C.P. § 842(a)(9)) 

1. The Foundation claims the following rights and interests to divert surface water 

and jurisdictional underflow from the Ventura River. 

a. Riparian rights to use River water; 

b. Appropriative rights to use River water; 

c. Rights to use River water under the self-help doctrine, in the event that other 

parties to this case prove they possess prescriptive rights to divert and use 

River water. 

X. Quantity of Water Replenishment (C.C.P. § 842(a)(10))

1. The Foundation has not used surface water or imported water to replenish the 

Basin. 

XI. Individuals Likely To Have Discoverable Information (C.C.P. § 842(a)(11)) 

The names, addresses, telephone numbers, and email addresses of all persons possessing 

information that supports the party's disclosures. 

1. The Foundation designates the following individuals as persons who may possess 

information that support these initial disclosures: 

Ron Bowman  
Lovingfoss & Bowman 
5574 B Everglades Street 
Ventura, CA 93003 
805.642.6881 
ron@l-binc.com 

Noelle C. Burkey 
The Wood-Claeyssens Foundation 
2360 Foothill Road 
Santa Barbara, CA 93105 
805.966.0543 

Duncan Smith 
Rancho de la Ventana/ Ag Land Services 
2789 Somis Road 
Somis, CA 93066 
805. 484.1091 
duncans@westfaliafruit.co.za 

Mike Ferro 
Saticoy Berry Farms, Inc 
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167 Lambert Street 
Unit 116 
Oxnard, CA 93036 
805. 485.0355 
pudge96@aol.com 

2. The Foundation also incorporates by reference the individuals identified in the 

Initial Disclosures filed by other parties to this litigation. 

The Foundation will identify any experts in accordance with orders of this Court and/or 

the rules of civil procedure. Experts also may be retained to rebut any testimony provided by an 

expert on behalf of another party in this litigation.  In addition, there may be other individuals 

currently unknown to the Foundation who have discoverable information supporting its claims, 

and the Foundation reserves the right to supplement this disclosure if and when those individuals 

are identified. 

XII. Other Facts Supporting Plaintiffs’ Water Rights Claims (C.C.P. § 842(a)(12))

1. Water use on the Foundation’s property has been the subject of conservation 

efforts that have enhanced groundwater supplies which include, but are not limited 

to, the installation and use of efficient irrigation systems, including drip irrigation 

and microsprinklers. 

XIII.  Reservation Of Rights

1. The Foundation specifically reserves the right to supplement or amend these 

disclosures to include information hereafter acquired, or as otherwise provided by 

C.C.P. § 842 (d). 
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Dated: October 23, 2019 BROWNSTEIN HYATT FARBER 
SCHRECK, LLP 

By: ______________________________ 
 Scott S. Slater 
 Bradley J. Herrema 
 Christopher R. Guillen 
 Attorneys For Cross-Defendant  
 THE WOOD-CLAEYSSENS 
 FOUNDATION  



Board President
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Groundwater Quantity (C.C.P. § 842(a)(2)) 

SWRCB Filing Number CY 2014 CY 2015 CY 2016 CY 2017 CY 2018 

G560531 13.46 0.31 71.8 157.781 164.3788 

G561843 1 0 0.00614 0 0 

G561844 119.528 114.199 69.939 19.2063 14.5483 

G561845 221.727 208.1940  120.8160  30.3439 53.363 

G561846 13.101 0 0 0 0 

G561848 0.983 28.613 9.396 3.2816 0.0037 

G561849 122.592 171.479 142.287 60.6428 73.1816 

G561850 241.078 187.675 146.183 159.1255 65.201 

G561851 44.853 118.862 98.162 128.2887 169.6521 

G561852 162.603 199.962 191.411 189.4151 185.4179 

S013999 0 0 0 0 0 

G561857 0 0 0 72.3785 55.0859 

G561858 0 0 0 48.296 76.4009 

G561859 0 0 0 20.3381 9.33 

Total in Acre Feet 940.925 821.1 729.18414 889.0975 866.5632 
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Well Locations or Extraction Source (C.C.P. § 842(A)(5)) 

SWRCB Filing 
Number Latitude Longitude Parcel Number  POD Name State Number 
G560531  34.16503 -119.18546  060-0-320-215 TR Beach Well 02N23W05P01S
G561843 34.2858 -119.318 060-0-320-255 TR Domestic   02N23W05C01S
G561844 34.2923 -119.308 060-0-310-185 TR AG No. 1 03N23W32Q01S
G561845 34.2904 -119.309 060-0-310-185 TR AG No. 2 03N23W32Q03S
G561846 34.2897 -119.308 060-0-310-185 TR AG No. 3 03N23W32Q04S

G561848 34.2921 -119.312 060-0-310-185
TR AG WELL 
No. 4 03N23W32Q06S

G561849 34.2928 -119.313 060-0-310-185
TR AG WELL 
No. 5 03N23W32Q07S

G561850 34.2924 -119.312 060-0-310-185
TR AG WELL 
No. 6 03N23W32Q08S 

G561851 34.3016 -119.312 060-0-310-185
TR AG WELL 
No. 7 03N23W32Q09S 

G561852 34.3014 -119.312 060-0-310-185
TR AG WELL 
No. 8 03N23W32Q10S 

S013999 34.28791 -119.308 Ventura River

G561857 34.286135
-

119.313502 060-0-320-255 TR AG No. 11 02N23W05F03S 

G561858 34.286135
-

119.313676 060-0-320-255 TR AG No. 12 02N23W05F02S 

G561859 34.286388
-

119.315485 060-0-320-255 TR AG No. 13  02N23W05F01S 
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PROOF OF SERVICE 

I, Ivy B. Capili, declare: 

I am a citizen of the United States and employed in Los Angeles County, California. I am 

over the age of eighteen years and not a party to the within-entitled action. My business address 

is Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck, LLP, 2049 Century Park East, Suite 3550, Los Angeles, 

California 90067. On October 23, 2019, I served a copy of the within document(s): 

INITIAL DISCLOSURES OF CROSS-DEFENDANT THE 
WOOD-CLAEYSSENS FOUNDATION 

BY ELECTRONIC MAIL TRANSMISSION WITH ATTACHMENT: By 
transmission via E-Service to File & Serve Xpress to the person(s) set forth below. 
Local Rules of the Court 2.lü(P). 

Please see attached service list. 

I am readily familiar with the firm's practice of collection and processing correspondence 

for mailing. Under that practice it would be deposited with the U.S. Postal Service on that same 

day with postage thereon fully prepaid in the ordinary course of business. I am aware that on 

motion of the party served, service is presumed invalid if postal cancellation date or postage 

meter date is more than one day after date of deposit for mailing in affidavit. 

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the above 

is true and correct. 

Executed on October 23, 2019, at Los Angeles, California. 

-- 

19636615 4 

INITIAL DISCLOSURES OF CROSS-DEFENDANT THE WOOD-CLAEYSSENS FOUNDATION 
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Santa Barbara Channelkeeper v. State Water Resources Control Board, et al 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. 19STCP01176 

[Transferred to Los Angeles Superior Court, Complex Civil Division, and assigned for 
all purposes to Hon. William F. Highberger per Minute Order dated May 15, 2019] 

SERVICE LIST 

Daniel Cooper 
Cooper & Lewand-Martin, Inc. 
1004B O'Reilly Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94129 
Tel: (415) 360-2962 455 
daniel@cooperlewand-martin.com 

Attorneys for Petitioner and Plaintiff Santa 
Barbara Channelkeeper 

Marc N. Melnick 
Deputy Attorney 
General Attorney General's Office 
1515 Clay Street, 20th Floor 
Oakland, CA 94612-0550 
Tel: 510-879-0750 
Marc.melnick@doj.ca. gov 

Attorneys for Respondent and Defendant State 
Water Resources Control Board 

Paul Blatz 
Ryan Blatz 
Blatx Law Firm 
206 N. Signal Street, Suite G 
Ojai, CA 93023 
Tel: (805) 646-311 O 
blatzlawfirm@gmail.com 
ryan@ryanblatzlaw.com 

Attorneys for Cross-Defendants 
Troy Becker, Janet Boulten, Michael Boulten, 
Michael Caldwell, Joe Clark, Michael Cromer, 
Linda Epstein, Etchart Ranch, Lawrence 
Hartmann, Ole Konig, Krotonoa Institute of 
Theosophy, Stephen Mitchell, North Fork 
Springs Mutual Water Company, Rudd ranch, 
LLC, Shlomo Raz, Sylvia Raz, Senior Canyon 
Mutual Water Company, Siete Robles Mutual 
Water Company, Soule Park Golf Course Ltd., 
Telos, LLC, Victor Timar, John Town and 
Trudie Town 

Matthew Bullock 
Deputy Attorney General 
California Department of Justice 
Natural Resources Law Section 
Golden Gate A ve., Suite 11000 
San Francisco, CA 94102- 7004 
Tel: (415) 510-3376 
matthew. bullock@doj.ca.gov 

Attorneys for Respondent and Defendant 
State Water Resources Control Board 

Edward J. Casey 
Clynton Namuo 
Alston & Bird LLP 
333 South Hope Street, 16th Floor 
Los Angeles, CA 90071 
Tel: (213) 576-1000 
ed.casey@alston.com 
clynton.namuo@alston.com 

Attorneys for Cross-Defendants Bentley 
Family Limited Partnership and AGR 
Breeding, Inc. 

William G. Short 
Law Offices of William G. Short 
Post Office Box 1313 
Ojai, CA 93024-1313 
Tel: (805) 490-6399 
billshortesq@me.com 

Attorney for Cross-Defendant 
Robin Bernhoft 

PROOF OF SERVICE 



1 Anthony Lee Francois 
Pacific Legal Foundation 

2 930 G Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814-1802 

3 Tel: (916) 419-7111 
alf@pacificlegal.org 

4 TFrancois@pacifi cl egal. org 

5 Attorney for Cross-Defendant 
Robin Bernhoft 

6 
Patrick Loughman 

7 Cristian Arrieta 
Lowthorp, Richards, McMillan, 

8 Miller & Templeman 
300 Esplande Drive, Suite 850 

9 Oxnard, CA 93036 

=- Tel: 805.804.3848 
,..¡ 10 Ploughman@lrmmt.com ,..¡ 

-.i Carrieta@Irmmt.com 
u 11 ¡,io 
c.: "' Attorneys for Cross-Defendants :i: "' M u ~ 
00 .::: ~ 12 Ernest Ford and Tico Mutual Water Company c.: ~ o 

<Il o 
¡,i . a, = ;;; < 
o::~ u 13 Lindsay F. Nielson <"' . r.. .... ~ 

"' - Law Office of Lindsay F. Nielson ¡... o.. ~ 
f- >, ~ 
< ~ < 14 845 E Santa Clara Street > ë <li :i:: ~ o Ventura, CA 93001 u ...J 
;z: a, - .,. 15 Tel: 805-658-0977 ¡,i o 
f- N nielsonlaw@aol.com V, 
;z: 
::: 16 o c.: 
¡:Q 

17 
Attorneys for Cross-Defendant Meiners Oaks 

18 Water District and Ventura River Water 
District 

19 
Neal P. Maguire 

20 Ferguson Case Orr Patterson LLP 
1050 South Kimball Road 

21 Ventura, CA 93004 
Tel: (805) 659-6800 

22 nmaguire@coplaw.com 

23 

24 Attorneys for Cross-Defendant 
Rancho Matilija Mutual Water Company 

25 

26 

27 

28 

Robert Kwong 
Dennis O. La Rochelle 
A to Z Law Firm, LLP 
300 Esplanade Drive, Suite 2100 
Oxnard, CA 93036 
Tel: (805) 988-9886 
rkwong@atozlaw.com 

Attorneys for Cross-Defendant 
Casitas Municipal Water District 

Gregory J. Patterson 
Musick, Peeler & Garrett LLP 
2801 Townsgate Road, Suite 200 
Westlake Village, CA 91361 
Tel: (805) 418-3103 
g.patterson@musickpeeler.com 

Attorneys for Cross-Defendants Robert C. 
Davis, Jr., James Finch, Friend's Ranches, Inc., 
Topa Topa Ranch Company, LLC, The 
Thacher School, Thacher Creek Citrus, LLC 

Jeanne Zolezzi 
Herum Crabtree Suntag 
5757 Pacific Avenue, Suite 222 
Stockton, CA 95207 
Tel: (209) 472-7700 
izo lezzi@herumcrabtree.com 

Attorneys for Cross-Defendant 
Meiners Oaks Water District and 
Ventura River Water District 

Thomas s. Bunn III 
Elsa Sham 
Lagerlof Senecal Gosney & Kruse LLP 
301 N. Lake Avenue, 10th Floor 
Pasadena, CA 91101-5123 
Tel.: (626) 793-9400 
tombwm@lagerlof.com 
esham@lagerlof.com 

Attorneys for Cross-Defendant 
St. Joseph's Associates of Ojai, California, Inc. 

2 
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Gene Tanaka 
Sarah Christopher Fo ley 
Dakotah Benjami 
Best Best & Krieger LLP 2001 N. Main Street, 
Suite 390 Walnut Creek, CA 94596 Tel: 
925.977.3300 
gene.tanaka@bbklaw.com 
sarah.foley@bbklaw.com 
dakotah. beni amin@bbklaw.com 

Attorneys for Respondent and Cross 
Complainant City of San Buenaventura 

Michael J. Van Zandt 
Nathan A. Metcalf 
Sean G. Herman 
Hanson Bridgett LLP 
425 Market Street, 26 Floor 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Tel: 415-777-3200 
mvanzandt@hansonbridgett.com 
nmetcalf@hansonbridgett.com 
shennan@hansonbridgett.com 

Attorneys for Cross-Defendant 
Ventura County Watershed Protection District 

Shawn Hagerty 
Best Best & Krieger LLP 
655 West Broadway, 15th Floor 
San Diego, CA 921 O 1 
Tel.: 619.525.1300 
shawn.hagerty@bbklaw.com 

Attorneys for Respondent and Cross 
Complainant City of San Buenaventura 

Joseph C. Chrisman 
Hathaway, Perrett, Webster, Powers, 
Chrisman & Gutierrez 
5450 Telegraph Road 
Ventura, CA 93003 
Tel.: (805) 644-7111 
ichrisman@hathawaylawfirm.com 

Attorneys for Cross-Defendant Wood 
Claeyssens Foundation 

David B. Cosgrove 
Jeffrey M. Oderman 
Douglas J. Dennington 
Jeremy N. Jungreis 
Rutan & Tucker, LLP 
611 Anton Boulevard, Suite 1400 
Costa Mesa, CA 92626-1931 
Tel: (714) 641-5100 
dcosgrove@rutan.com 
i oderman@rutan.com 
ddennington@rutan.com 
jjungreis@rutan.com 

Attorneys Cross-Defendant Casitas Municipal 
Water District 
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